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This memoir chronicles a sparse population, structures shattered by time, and roving officials of the

British Crown trying to comprehend the mysteries of the vast land of India with its divine dignity

conversing with ruins of imposing architectural buildings. The author Lt Col. Forrest made colored

drawings of ancient monuments on the spot to see the beauty of their inner form beyond what is

seen by the bodily eye. Some facts given by Forrest have become obsolete, but the work as a

whole summons the readers to a journey into creativity and to selfhood.A Picturesque Tour is an

engrossing account of the mediaeval period of Indian history and the storm of attacks, plunders,

dreadful massacres, internecine conflicts of the princes to grab power and the daring and active

spirit of the English that inspired its merchants to establish direct trade with India leading to the

British Raj.Contents: Foreword; Preface; Directions for Placing the Plates; Tour Along the Ganges

and Jumna / History of India; Tour Along the Ganges and Jumna.
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Prof. Lokesh Chandra is an internationally renowned scholar of Tibetan and Sino-Japanese

Buddhism. Enormously prolific, he is the author of numerous important works, including critical

editions of texts in Sanskrit, Tibetan, Mongolian and Chinese. Presently he is the president of Indian

Council for Cultural Relations.

This book, written by Lieutenant-Colonel Forrest and first published on 1st July 1824, has a very



long title namely, "A Picturesque Tour Along the Rivers Ganges and Jumna, in India: Consisting of

Twenty-Four Highly Finished and Coloured Views, a Map, and Vignettes; From Original Drawings

Made on the Spot; With Illustrations, Historical and Descriptive". In Foreword, Professor Lokesh

Chandra mentions that Lt. Col. Forrest started his journey on 2nd December 1807 from Calcutta

along with upstream of the Ganga and Yamuna rivers. Forrest stopped by various historically

significant places of the present day Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi. Historical towns and

cities he visited during his long journey include Barrackpore, Katwa, Murshidabad, Rajmahal,

Patna,Varanasi, Allahabad, Chunar, Lucknow, Kanpur, Etawah, Sikandra, Agra, Delhi and many

more. He drew many colored drawings and illustrations mainly depicting natural surroundings of the

iconic monuments, palaces, fortress, temples and mosques as well as the riverbanks. In this book,

24 fascinating color plates drawn by Forrest are included. The objects, which are presented in this

book, had already been transformed into congested urban spaces in last 200 years. In this book,

Forrest also made a narrative of socio-historical significance of the places and also the forgotten or

lesser-known descendants of the history makers in medieval India. Through this book and its color

plates, we get an essence of old charming existence of the time. This is a good read for the

explorers travelling historical places in India, budding historians and collectors of rare books.
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